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History of the Trail

The Pioneer Trail is the vision of the West Las Vegas
‘community that wanted to celebrate the history of
West Las Vegas and the early pioneers that settled
the area and contributed to its culture and heritage.
A community group was formed to interview long-
time residents and research the history of the area.
The result was an extensive oral history collection
and access to photographic archives that wove a
tale of dreams realized and lost, civil rights victories,
speakeasies and the development of a strong

Clark County and the city of Las Vegas joined forces
to complete the project and applied for funding from
the sale of Bureau of Land Management lands under
the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act.
The funding provided for local artists and historians
to design the layout for banners and markers, and
research the text for the markers. The Pioneer Trail
Committee was formed and included local residents,

The Pioneer Trail leads visitors through the
area where the development of early Las Vegas
truly began. As you travel from site to site,
you will gain a sense of the adventurous spirit
of those men and women whe contributed to
the growth and cultural heritage of the valley.
And you will leave with an understanding of
the extreme difficulties of making a life in this
once-barren desert.

Early Las Vegas History

The history of the area surrounding the
Pioneer Trail is intimately intertwined with the
beginning of Las Yegas. The Las Yegas Springs
Preserve ) is the site of pre-historic artesian
wells that sprang from the earth and supplied
the Paiutes and Anasazi Indians with water to
irrigate gardens. During the mid-1800s Anglo
explorers used the area for amuch-needed rest
stop along the Spanish Trail, and the Mormons
established a fort to the northeast of the
Springs as a rest stop for missionaries as they
traveled south (). Only a few small ranches

artists, historians and business persons, as well as

’ o existed in the area until the early 1900s when
city and county staff.

a surveyor named |. T. McWilliams developed
his dream of a boisterous mining town.
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The Commission awarded a $21,600 grant to the Outside Las Vegas
Foundation, now known as Get Outdoors Nevada, for the costs
associated with updating and reproducting the existing Pioneer Tralil
brochure.

The funding was used to edit and update information about the
historical and cultural locations cited in the brochure, which
highlights sites such as the Las Vegas Springs Preserve, the Historic
Westside School, and 14 other places. Additionally, two events were
hosted to educate students from local schools about the city’s
historic sites.

http://lasvegaspioneertrail.com/



http://lasvegaspioneertrail.com/

