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SAMMIE
”SAM”
ARMSTRONG

Sam Armstrong moved to Las Vegas in
1962 and assisted his brother in
managing the service station Chief
Cutem Price in historic West Las Vegas.
He was the first person of color hired at
Pepsi-Cola Company as a lineman and
was then promoted to water treatment
specialist. Later he worked for the Clark
County School District, transporting
students with disabilities. In 1975, Sam
partnered with Douglas Ray McCain and
founded Ray & Ross Transport, Inc., a
small minority-owned business
providing bus transportation services to
the Nevada Test Site and throughout the
Las Vegas valley. Ray & Ross Transport
grew to become the largest black-owned
business in Nevada.

JACKIE
BRANTLEY

Jackie Brantley, born and raised in Las
Vegas, has pioneered the way for
professional African American women in
Las Vegas. She worked in Publicity and
Promotions at the Desert Inn as one of
the earliest African American
professionals on the Las Vegas Strip.












CLAUDE
PERKINS, PH.D.

President Emeritus of Virginia Union University
Claude Grandford Perkins earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from Mississippi Valley State
University, a Master of Arts degree from Purdue
University in Economics, and a Ph.D. from Ohio
University. He became the first African American
school superintendent in the state, where he
oversaw the desegregation program of the Clark
County School District. He served as the State of
Nevada Secretary of Commerce, assistant
superintendent of secondary education, and Deputy
Superintendent of Richmond Public Schools. Dr.
Perkins was a tenured professor and founding
director of Educational Leadership at Clarion
University. He later sat as dean and associate vice
president of Academic Affairs at Albany State
University in Georgia.

REVEREND DR.
SYLVESTER S.
ROGER

Reverend Dr. Sylvester S. Roger attended the
Clark County Community College of Southern
Nevada, the University of Nevada Las Vegas, the
American Baptist Theological Seminary, Bethany
College of Nevada, and The Sacramento
Theological Seminary and Bible College. He was
seminar leader of the National Congress for
Christian Education for 24 years and holds a
doctorate in Theology and Counseling. He
worked for the Clark County School District as a
Human Relations counselor for 16 years, as well
as a pastor with the Metropolitan Police Gang
Force and Safe Village/OLP for gang victims.









