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1991
The City of Las Vegas Historic Preservation Commission 
is established
Benway Bop, new music, on Maryland Parkway, Ronn 
and Kelly Benway

1992 
Southwest Contemporary, magazine, critical perspectives 
on contemporary arts
Scope Magazine, James and Staci Reza, to 1998
Underground testing of Atom bombs halted at the 
Nevada Test Site
Double Down Saloon opens P Moss, Scott Siegel. Las 
Vegas first “Dive” bar

1993 
Enigma Garden Cafe, 914 S. 4th Street, downtown, 
coffee, performance space, gallery, Julie Brewer, later 
with Lenadams Dorris, closed 2000. Following the Hair 
Zoo and Vintage Madness, Enigma was the third pioneer 
social art space in the arts district
Da Joynt, hip hop music and culture, Maryland Parkway, 
by Eloff
Cafe Copioh, on Maryland Parkway, Mike Gaza
Cafe Rainbow, Maryland Parkway, Jerry Higgle, Marci 
Gehrig. Now with three art coffee shops, the Maryland 
Parkway art district was at its high point with more tables 
than paying customers 
The Committee for Public Safety, art collective, many 
artists, multi-media performance, poetry, music, video, 
68 public events, 200 radio programs, producer Doug 
Jablin, KUNV DJ
Las Vegas Academy of the Arts established in the old Las 
Vegas High School.
Viva Las Vegas, After Hours Architecture, book, Denise 
Scott Brown, Steve Izenour, Alan Hess
The Magic Sign book by Charles F Barnard, a wide survey 
of classic Strip and Fremont signs and their designers
Ventriloquists’ Museum, hundreds of puppets and 
dummies and automatons, Valentine Vox, at O’Shay’s, on 
the Strip

1994 
Tippy Elvis band debuts
Boba Fett Youth band Debuts
Game of Life, rave, at Bert’s Second Story, later renamed 
the Arts Factory
Lower Oakey Group, genesis of the Laser Vida art 
collective, three day multi-media event, at 1925 Oakey
Sublime, FSP, perform at the Huntridge Theater

1995 
West Las Vegas Arts Center established
Culture Shock Las Vegas founded by fitness expert Darryl 
Thomas
Huntridge Theater ceiling collapses a couple of hours 
before a Circle Jerks show, no one is injured
Leaving Las Vegas, movie, Nicolas Cage, Elizabeth Shue
The Nicholas J. Horn Theatre at the College of Southern 
Nevada opens
Great Wall Bookstore opens in Las Vegas Chinatown
Las Vegas, Guidebook to Las Vegas Architecture, book, 
by Frances Anderton, John Chase
Alternate Reality Comics, Maryland Parkway, Ralph 
Mathieu

1995 
Main Studio Gallery 1806 S. Main, the arts district moves 
next to the Strat, Joe Cartino, Ed Bigelow, with the Laser 
Vida art collective
Urban Theater, Symposium, UNLV School of Architecture
Literary Las Vegas, book, anthology edited by Mike 
Tronnes

1996
Las Vegas Artists Guild is established
Contemporary Arts Collective relocates to Downtown Las 
Vegas
Club Utopia, electronic dance music on the Strip. Aaron 
Britt, Gino LoPinto, supported by locals until its discovery 
by tourists
The Neon Museum is founded and installs its first 
refurbished neon sign
“Mona Mona Mona” exhibition opens at the 
Contemporary Arts Collective opens. Curated by James 
Standford and Kathleen Nathan. With almost 1000 people 
attending the shows opening making it one of the largest 
attended art exhibitions in Las Vegas history. 

1997 
The Arts Factory is established by Wes Myles
Smallworks Gallery opens in the Arts Factory, by Kathleen 
Nathan and James Stanford
Sahara West Library opens with the largest gallery space 
in Las Vegas
Las Vegas Art Museum relocates to the Sahara West 
Library gallery
GAME Festival – Gateway Arts and Music Experience 
founded

1998 
18b The Las Vegas Arts District created
The Cande Factore rave club opens in the 18b Arts 
District. Founded by Chad Craig
Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art, Bellagio Resort, Steve Wynn
First Public Arts Master Plan, published by City of Las 
Vegas 
M-9 Atelier, first art gallery in Commercial Center, Jerry 
Misko
Las Vegas Philharmonic Orchestra, Harold Weller, 
sponsored by Andrew Tompkins, founder of Lady Luck 
Casino
Viva Las Vegas, rockabilly music festival

1999 
Punk Rock Bowling and music festival 
NICA opens in the Arts Factory, with Chromaform show

2000 
Goldwell Open Air Museum, Rhyolite outside Beatty, 
Nevada. Founders Albert Szukalski, Suzanne Hackett 
Morgan, Charles Morgan
Aria, on the Fremont Street canopy, by Jennifer 
Steinkamp in partnership with the City of Las Vegas
The Void, the Grid, and the Sign, Traversing the Great 
Basin, book by William L. Fox

1981 
Las Vegas Civic Ballet is established
Amber Unicorn Books opens
KUNV radio from UNLV, 91.5, founded by 
students. In 1997 it was named best college 
radio station in the United States.
The Flashlight, sculpture at UNLV, by Claes 
Oldenburg and Coosje Van Bruggen, between 
the Judy Bailey Theater and Artemus W. Ham 
Concert Hall. Las Vegas’ first commissioned 
site-specific work of contemporary sculpture in 
Southern Nevada. 
Arts Alive established by the Allied Arts Council. 
Magazine focused on Las Vegas arts, state 
funded, closed in 1992.

1982 
Nevada film office established
The Hair Zoo, salon and punk culture center, 
downtown. The direct lineage of the current 
downtown arts district begins here. Jerry Russo
Page After Page, comic books, Len Pederson
Nevada State Museum, opens at Lorenzi Park, 
a Las Vegas branch of what was until now, a 
Reno-based museum

1983 
Las Vegas Pride established
First Martin Luther King parade in downtown
Pinolla’s, punk club in a warehouse
Social Distortion, Self Abuse, Panty Shields 
concert at Vegas World
The Hispanic Museum of Nevada is established 
by Lynnette Sawyer

1984 
Goldwell open air museum founded by Belgian 
artist Albert Szukalski
The Ramones perform at UNLV
Desert punk shows at Ann Road, Danny 
Breeden, Sean Sloan

1985
Nevada Chamber Symphony is established
That’s Entertainment, punk club established
Caribbean Lifestyles, downtown, Stan Rankin, 
KUNV DJ
Westwood Studios, video game development, 
Brent Sperry

1986 
Jenny Holzer text presented on Caesars Palace 
sign boards, presented by the Nevada Institute 
of Contemporary Art
The Allied Arts Council begins Urban Design 
Committee, the precursor to the Neon Museum 
and acquires first neon sign.
Desert Sculptors Association established at 
Lorenzi Park
Las Vegas Central Library and Lied Discovery 
Museum, designed by Antoine Predock
Desert punk shows at Losee Road, Corrosion of 
Authority, 5150, Danny Breeden, Sean Sloan
The Newsroom, off 5th and Fremont, first 
downtown art coffee shop, Lenadams Dorris

1987 
The Newsroom moves to Maryland Parkway, the 
first art coffee shop there, Lenadams Dorris
Left of Center Gallery, North Las Vegas, 
permanent collection of African art and 
changing exhibits, Vicki Richardson
Nevada Institute for Contemporary Art (NICA) 
opens in UNLV Donna Beam Gallery, moves 
to the Cannery strip mall, moves to the Arts 
Factory, Tom Holder, Jerry Schefcik
Las Vegas Arts Commission created to advise 
Las Vegas City Council on all matters of art.
Psychic Eye Book Shop opens first store in Las 
Vegas

1988 
NICA Nevada Institute for Contemporary Art is 
established
Cafe Espresso Roma on Maryland Parkway, 
replaces The Newsroom
Vintage Madness, artisan vintage clothes, 
downtown, Alan Clancy, the second downtown 
art space and business.
1200 people arrested outside the Nevada Test 
Site in protests coordinated by American Peace 
Test

1989
Contemporary Arts Collective and Temporary 
Contemporary gallery opens near UNLV.
Donna Beam Gallery at UNLV opens.
Poetry Alive, weekly reading at Cafe Espresso 
Roma on Maryland Parkway, across from UNLV, 
Bonnie Wetherell, Jack Stevens, five readers
10th Anniversary party of The Underground 
punk music shop, Wayne Coyner. The party was 
held at Bert’s Second Story, later renamed the 
Arts Factory. It was an alert to consider empty 
downtown as a potential opportunity for artists.

1990 
Insight group art show, produced by Blair Dagle, 
at Bert’s Second Story, later renamed the Arts 
Factory. With the Underground event, this was 
the social birth of the arts district.
Chumbawamba, anarcho-punk band, at Bert’s 
Second Story 
Iggy Pop at Calamity Jayne’s music hall
Sonic Youth, Nirvana, at Calamity Jayne’s music 
hall
Snow Mountain Pow Wow, sharing cultural arts, 
by the Las Vegas Paiute tribe, continues to the 
present day
Lied Children’s Museum opens
Albion Book Company opens in Las Vegas
Vaquero, sculpture by Luis Jimenez, at Harry 
Reid Airport
Art critic Dave Hickey and art historian Dr Libby 
Lumpkin join the faculty at UNLV

15000 BP to 10000 BP
(Before Present years)

Paleoindian / Tule Springs Period 
(Earliest known human habitation  
of the Las Vegas Valley)

10000 BP to 7000 BP
(years)

Lake Mojave Period  
(second era of human habitation)

7000 BP to 1500 BP
Pinto Gypsum Period  
(third era human habitation)

2000 BP to 850 BP
Ancestral Puebloan Peoples  
(formerly Virgin Anasazi)

850 BP to Present
Paiute and Southern Paiute People  
(Numic language period)

1905 
The town of Las Vegas is founded 
during the Great Land Auction of May 
15 and 16th. It becomes the central 
hub for the Salt Lake, San Pedro and 
Los Angeles Railroad, later the Union 
Pacific railroad.
First two room school is established, 
and first hospital opens.

1906
Permanent train depot opens
Hotel Nevada opens at Fremont and 
Main, first hotel in Las Vegas, now the 
Golden Gate Casino. First telephone is 
installed. 
First Catholic church opens
First of 84 “Railroad Cottages” are 
built to house railroad workers and 
their families.
The infamous Arizona Club opens on 
Block 16.

1907
First episcopal church founded.

1908
First Methodist Church opens
First baseball game is played in Las 
Vegas
First theater opens in Las Vegas
The first Masonic Lodge opens in 
Las Vegas. Lodge 32 is the oldest in 
Southern Nevada.

1909
Clark County breaks away from Lincoln 
County and Las Vegas becomes the 
new county seat.

1910
Five years after its founding, the U.S. 
census recorded only 800 residents

1906
Hotel Nevada, at Fremont and Main, 
first hotel in Las Vegas, now the 
Golden Gate Casino

1911 
Mesquite Club is founded by Helen 
Stewart and Delphine Squires. Today it 
remains one of the oldest continuously 
operating women’s service clubs 
in Nevada. The club helped plant 
hundreds of trees across the new town 
and helped establish the first library. 
Las Vegas is incorporated as a city by 
an act of the Nevada State Legislature 
and signed into law by Governor 
Tasker Oddie. Peter Buol is elected 
first mayor. 
The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce 
is founded. First marketing materials 
created to promote Las Vegas as “The 
City of Destiny”.

1914
The Clark County Court House and 
first city park is built. Designed 
by renowned architect Frederick 
Delongchamps.
Las Vegas Grammer School is built

1916
First community Christmas Tree is 
installed on Fremont Street.

1920
Cragin and Pike open the “Airdome” 
open air theater on 3rd and Fremont 
Street.
Randall Henderson lands the first 
airplane in Las Vegas at Rockwell 
Airfield. Directly behind what would 
eventually become the Sahara Hotel 
and Casino. 

1923
The Historic Westside School opens. 
The school first served Hispanic, 
Caucasian, and members of the 
nearby tribe of southern Paiutes 
children and in later years it served 
the burgeoning African American 
community. Today the school is the 
oldest school in Southern Nevada and 
it is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

1924
Garehime Music and Jewelry Store 
opens on Fremont Street. Las Vegas’s 
first music shop and jewelry store. 

1926
Lorenzi’s Lake Park, featuring a pool, 
dance pavilion, two lakes and orchards 
opens to the public. Originally founded 
in 1912 by French Immigrant David G. 
Lorenzi as a farm.
Western Air Express establishes 
regularly scheduled flights for airmail 
to Las Vegas.
Helen Stewart dies in Las Vegas. Her 
final wish was to donate her extensive 
collection of Paiute Baskets to the 
State of Nevada for preservation. 
Sadly the state declined and the 
basket collection was sold off and 
disbursed across the country. 

1928
El Portal Theater opens and brings 
silent movies to Las Vegas. The first 
building in Las Vegas to have air 
conditioning.

1929
The Beckley Building AKA The Pioneer 
Club is built on Fremont Street. Still 
standing today with Vegas Vic neon 
sign. 
The Las Vegas Grammer School burns 
down

1829
Rafael Rivera becomes first known Euro-American 
(Mexican) to enter the Las Vegas Valley. (part of the 
Antonio Armijo Expedition following the Old Spanish 
Trail)

1844
John C. Fremont expedition arrives in the Las Vegas 
Valley. Fremont Street is named after him. 

1855 to 1858
Mormons arrive in the Las Vegas Valley and establish 
first non-Native American settlement which they name 
Bringhurst. The fort was abandoned three years later. 
Today the Old Mormon Fort is a Nevada State Park and 
historical site. 

1870-1872
John Howell becomes first African American to acquire 
land in Southern Nevada and establish the 120 acre  
Spring Ranch. Today it is home to the Springs Preserve.

1865
Octavius Decatur Gass homesteads the abandoned 
Mormon Fort

1872
Octavius Decatur Gass marries Mary Virginia Simpson, 
niece of Ulysses S. Grant. They had 6 children all born at 
the Las Vegas Ranch. Their oldest daughter was named 
after the area “Lelah Vegas Gass.”

1876
Artist and photographer Frederick S. Dellenbaugh paints 
the first known oil painting of Las Vegas that includes 
Sunrise Mountain (Frenchman) and the Las Vegas 
Rancho. The painting is on permanent exhibition at the 
Nevada State Museum inside the Springs Preserve.

1878
Octavius Decatur Gass purchases Spring Ranch from 
John Howell and other homesteads and consolidates 
his land and names it the Las Vegas Ranch. John Howell 
moves to Beatty Nevada and establishes the Howell 
Ranch.

1881
Octavius Decatur Gass and his family leave the Las 
Vegas Ranch for Southern California after they defaulted 
on a $5000 in gold loan from Archibald Stewart.

1882
Archibald Stewart and his wife Helen Stewart arrive at 
the Las Vegas Ranch. Helen was six months pregnant 
when she arrived and named her daughter after the 
ranch, Evelyn “La Vega” Stewart. The Las Vegas Ranch 
quickly becomes an important stop for travelers on their 
way to California.

1893
Helen Stewart becomes the first Postmaster of Las 
Vegas.

1902
Helen Stewart sells most of the 2000-acre Las Vegas 
Ranch to Montana Senator William Andrews Clark for 
$60000 to establish the future railroad town of Las 
Vegas 

1931
Nevada legalizes gambling
Las Vegas resident Mayme Stocker becomes the first 
person in Nevada to hold a gaming license. 
Construction of Boulder Dam commences (later renamed 
Hoover Dam). Becomes first major tourist attraction in 
Southern Nevada
The new Las Vegas High School opens. Today the school 
is home to the Las Vegas Academy of the Arts. It is the 
last remaining Mayan Art Deco building in Las Vegas and 
one of the last remaining in the United States.
Walking Box Ranch is established by silent film star Clara 
Bow and her husband and western film actor Rex Bell. 
The ranch would be one of the largest in the United 
States spanning the Nevada and California border. Rex 
Bell would go on to open several stores in Downtown Las 
Vegas, such as Rex’s Saloon and Rex Bell’s Western Wear 
Company. He would go on to be Lieutenant Governor of 
the state many years later. 

1932
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints build a 
new church at 509 South 9th Street. Today the church 
is the main genealogical library in Southern Nevada and 
it remains as one of the best preserved Tudor Revivalist 
structures in the American West.
The Washington School opens in what would eventually 
become the city of North Las Vegas. It is the last 
remaining Streamline Moderne building left in North Las 
Vegas. It was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1992. 

1933
The US Post Office and Court House opens on Stewart 
Avenue. Today it is home to the National Museum of 
Organized Crime and Law Enforcement.

1935
Helldorado Days and parade is established. Marking the 
beginning of one of Las Vegas’s oldest cultural events 
and traditions. It was established as a way to help build 
community pride during the construction of Hoover Dam 
to entice the dam workers to remain in Southern Nevada 
after the dam was completed. 
Lost City Museum in Overton opens. First museum in 
Southern Nevada

1936 
Boulder Dam is completed 
Catholic Cardinal Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli, Vatican 
Secretary of State, future Pope Pius XII visits Hoover 
Dam. 
Winged Figures of the Republic, bronze sculptures 
installed at Boulder Dam, by sculptor Oskar J.W. Hansen. 
First sculpture in Southern Nevada.
The new Las Vegas Grammer School opens. Today the 
school is named the Historic 5th Street School and is 
home to the Nevada School of the Arts, an auditorium 
and art gallery. It is also on the national and local 
registers of historic places.

1939
The original Spanish Revival Style Las Vegas train depot 
is demolished to make way for the new Union Pacific 
Streamline Moderne train depot designed by H. L. 
Gogerty. A defining moment in Las Vegas architectural 
history marking the moment that the city entered the 
modern era.

1941 
El Cortez Hotel and Casino, on Fremont, designed by Wayne 
McAllister. Last remaining Spanish Mission Revival casino in Las 
Vegas. It is also the only hotel and casino in Las Vegas placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
KENO, Las Vegas first successful radio station opens by Maxwell 
and Laura Bell Kelch. The radio station was located at the El 
Cortez Hotel and Casino. 

1942
Las Vegas Fire Department is established. The previous fire 
brigade was all voluntary. 
He US Air-corps opens the Nellis Gunnery Range (Nellis Air Force 
Base)
Federal government forces the closure of Block 16 downtown 
(brothel district) due to its close proximity to the air gunnery 
school. 

1944 
Robert School of Dancing and Ogden & 9th st, (opened 42 years)
The Huntridge Theater opens. Designed by the renowned theater 
architect S. Charles Lee. Huntridge neighborhood established by 
Leigh Hunt and named in honor of his father. 
The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce establishes the “Live Wire” 
fund to help promote Las Vegas as a tourist destination.
Modern Cleaners opened its doors at 800 S. Las Vegas Blvd 
and Gass. Today it is known as Super Cleaners. It is the oldest 
continuously operating commercial dry cleaner in Nevada. The 
building is one of the last remaining examples of Streamline 
Moderne architecture left in Southern Nevada.

1946
Las Vegas Jewish Community Center and daycare opens at  
1229 E. Carson Avenue
City of North Las Vegas is incorporated

1947
The Desert Sea News Bureau is founded by Steve Hannagan, to 
photograph Las Vegas and its visitors to send on the global news 
wires to help promote the city as a “Place in the Sun”.
The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce hires the West-Marquis 
firm to create marketing material to attract visitors to Las Vegas. 
The famous “Vegas Vic Howdy Podner” cowboy is created by the 
firm. 
Wildcat Lair Youth Club located in the former War Memorial 
Building located at 4th and Stewart. By the 1950s the building 
was City Hall, it was demolished in the 1970s for a new City Hall 
which is now the Zappo’s headquarters. 

1948
Southern Nevada Historical Society founded

1949
Saint Joan of Arc Catholic Church and shrine opens in Downtown 
Las Vegas. The new church repurposed the Spanish tiles from the 
original Las Vegas Train Depot. This church is the oldest catholic 
church in Las Vegas still operating. 
The Hobby Shop opens at 628 S. 5th Street (Las Vegas Blvd). First 
hobby and art supply store in Las Vegas.
The Desert Sea News Bureau is renamed the Las Vegas News 
Bureau and control is transferred to the Las Vegas Chamber of 
Commerce. 

1950 
Drag races and hot rod clubs, The Sinners, the Crapshooters
Las Vegas Art League is founded. In 1974 it becomes  
the Las Vegas Art Museum

1951 
Atomic Energy Commission builds offices & test facility at 
NE corner of Main & Colorado
Designs Unlimited is founded by Las Vegas artist Irving 
Stone at 1500 Main Street. It is the first arts related store to 
open in what would eventually become the 18b Las Vegas 
Arts District. 
First atomic bomb exploded at the Nevada Test Site
First A-bomb-on-Fremont post card is created
The “Vegas Vic” neon sign is installed at the Pioneer Club 
on Fremont Street. Designed by Patrick Denner and built 
and installed by YESCO (Young Electric Sign Company). The 
sign immediately becomes the city’s iconic sign. 
Las Vegas libraries are directed to include art galleries. 
In 2023, CC Library estimated 80 exhibits per year were 
presented through this system.

1953 
KLAS TV, Channel 8, first TV station
City of Henderson is incorporated
Las Vegas Opera Association helps spearhead the 
construction of the Las Vegas High School Auditorium.

1955 
Opening and closing of Moulin Rouge Casino
UNLV receives initial funding from the State of Nevada, 
Maude Frazier

1956 
Fremont Hotel on Fremont designed by Wayne McAllister

1957 
Miss Atomic Bomb photo by Don English of Las Vegas News 
Bureau
Desert Art Supplies relocates to East Charleston Blvd. 
Established by Jack Walkenshaw, later run by his son Del 
Walkenshaw and grandson James Walkenshaw. Originally 
opened as Desert Décor in 1955 on North Main Street. 
Today Desert Art Supplies is the oldest continuously 
operating independent art supply store in Las Vegas. 

1959
Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign designed by Betty 
Willis. Installed by Westen Sign Company.
The Las Vegas Convention Center opens. Designed by 
Adrian Wilson. The first convention is held, the World 
Congress of Flight opens.
Freed’s Bakery opens in Las Vegas. Today it stands as the 
oldest continuously operating bakery in Southern Nevada. 

1960
Mother Teresa’s visits Las Vegas. This would mark her first 
trip to the United States and her first time leaving India in 
30 years. She was invited to speak at the National Council 
of Catholic Women conference.
“Ocean’s Eleven” movie opens with the Rat Pack at the 
Fremont Theater
City of Boulder City is incorporated. Though it was founded 
in 1931 for the construction of Hoover Dam.
De-segregation of casinos begins
Leonard Bernstein arrives with his orchestra to perform in 
the new Las Vegas Convention Center Rotunda.
The Lobato Dancers from Argentina arrive in Las Vegas to 
perform at the El Rancho Vegas the day it burned down. 
Several of the dancers decided to stay in Las Vegas to 
become the first Argentines to live in the city. 

1961 
La Concha Motel on the Strip designed by Paul 
Revere Williams
The Teenbeats band

1962 
The Teenbeat Club opens, first teen nightclub in the 
US, Steve Miller, Keith Austin
Mahoney’s Drum Shop opens at 608 S. Maryland 
Parkway
“Study for an End of the World No. 2 (1962)” Self-
destructing large machines, designed for the 
purpose to slowly explode, at Jean dry lake bed 
outside of Las Vegas by artists Jean Tinguely and 
Niki de Saint Phalle. First major work of modern art 
in Southern Nevada.

1963 
Dickinson Library at UNLV opens
St Anne Catholic Church by Elmo Bruner, exterior 
mosaics by Edith Piczek and her sister Isabel
Guardian Angel Cathedral opens. Designed by 
renowned American Architect Paul Revere Williams 
and Claude Coyne, exterior mosaics by Edith Piczek 
and her sister Isabel

1964 
The Beatles perform at the Las Vegas Convention 
Center
Viva Las Vegas, movie with Elvis and Ann Margaret
Art in the Park festival is established in Boulder City

1966 
The Allied Arts Council is established

1967 
Nevada Arts Council, division of NV Tourism and 
Cultural Affairs, provides grants and general 
supports for the arts.
UNLV Special Collections is established.

1968 
Learning From Las Vegas, the forgotten symbolism 
of architectural form, book by Robert Venturi, Denise 
Scott Brown, Steve Izenour
KLVX Channel 10, Las Vegas PBS TV
Southern Nevada Museum is established. Later 
renamed the Clark County Museum. Anna Roberts 
Parks collection is used as the basis of the museum.

1969 
Nevada Watercolor Society is founded
Double Negative, land art by Michael Heizer
UNLV art gallery, Archie C. Grant Hall, first gallery at 
UNLV

1970
The Streamline Moderne train depot is demolished 
to make way for the construction of the Union Plaza 
Hotel, Casino and small train depot waiting room. 
The Las Vegas Paiute tribe is recognized by the US 
Secretary of the Interior, as a sovereign nation.
City, land art by Michael Heizer, completed 2022. 
First major land art in Southern Nevada.
UNLV College of Fine Arts

1971
Author Stanley W. Paher 
completes the book “Las Vegas: 
As it began and it grew”. The 
first major book on the history of 
Las Vegas.
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, 
book by Hunter S. Thompson, 
movie in 1998
Mosaic installed at Temple Beth 
Shalom by artist and sculptor 
Rita Deanin Abbey.
Clark County Community College 
is established. in 1991 it is 
renamed the Community College 
of Southern Nevada and in 2007 
it is renamed the College of 
Southern Nevada. 
Clark County Library is built 
on East Flamingo Library. 
Subsequently remodeled in 1981 
and in 1994. The last remodel 
was completed 

1972
Bell Book and Candle Book 
Store opens. Las Vegas’ first 
occult bookstore and shop. 
Owners June Day-Zabowsky 
(Charmaine Dey) and her 
husband Steve Zabowsky opend 
the shop at 1422 Las Vegas Blvd. 
S. In 1983 they relocated to E. 
Charleston Blvd. 
KCEP 88.1 radio is established, 
non-commercial, urban 
contemporary
Nevada Ballet Theater is 
established by Vasili Sulich and 
Nancy Houssels
Judy Bayley Theater and 
performing arts center at UNLV is 
built.

1973
New Las Vegas City Hall opens 
on N. Las Vegas Blvd and 
Stewart.
Cultural Affairs department 
established by the City of Las 
Vegas. First director Patricia 
Marchese
Reed Whipple Cultural Center 
opens in former LDS church.

1974 
The permanent art collection 
of the County library gallery 
system, hundreds of local artists, 
ongoing
Las Vegas Art League changes 
its name to the Las Vegas Art 
Museum

1976
The Aladdin Theater for the 
Performing Arts opens. This 
theater was preserved due to it 
almost perfect acoustics. 

1976
Artemus W Ham Hall concert hall 
is built at UNLV
Rainbow Company Youth 
Theater, City of Las Vegas
Las Vegas Jazz Society is 
established
Las Vegas Junior Symphony. 
Later became the Las Vegas 
Civic Symphony. Founded by 
Patricia Marchese.

1977
The Preservation Association of 
Clark County, Nevada is founded

1978 
Charleston Heights Arts Center 
established in former Las Vegas 
library.
Grant Phillipo’s Las Vegas 
Showgirl Museum is established.
Springs Preserve listed as 
National Register of Historic 
Places
First Historic Preservation 
Inventory and Planning 
Guidelines completed by Charles 
Hall Page and Associates Inc. 
with archaeological resources 
completed by the UNLV 
Department of Anthropology. 
This study was commissioned by 
the City of Las Vegas and was 
the first assessment of historic 
properties in Las Vegas history. 
First mural commissioned by the 
City of Las Vegas on the Dula 
Gymnasium and Pool. Art by Bob 
Beckman who worked with local 
high school students including 
artist Bobbie Anne Howell. 

1979 
Liberace Museum and 
Foundation opens
Nevada Camera Club is 
established
Bad Habits, first Vegas punk 
band, Eric Hill, Chris Moon, Eric 
Olsen, Joe Corbino
Record Exchange, later renamed 
The Underground, punk music 
and culture, on Maryland 
Parkway near UNLV

1980 
KNPR Nevada Public Radio 88.9, 
classical music is established by 
Lamar Marchese
Botanical Cactus Garden at Ethel 
M Chocolates is established.

2001 
Guggenheim Hermitage Museum, inside the Venetian Resort, 
designed by Rem Koolhaas. Sheldon Adelson, closed 2008
The Money and the Power, book by Sally Denton and Roger Morris
LIED Library, UNLV, 302,000 square feet, by Wells Pugsley Architects
UNLV professor and international acclaimed culture and art critic 
Dave Hickey receives MacArthur Fellowship
The Magic Hour, the convergence of art and Las Vegas, book, edited 
by Alex Farquharson, with many contemporary artists
Las Vegas Jewish Film Festival, Josh Abbey

2002 
First Friday monthly arts festival founded by Cindy Funkhouser, Julie 
Brewer, Naomi Arin
Finger Miscount, art collective, Dray Dizzle, Kd Matheson, Alexander 
Huerta, Vezun, Amy Sol, Iceberg Slick (Emmett Gates), Dale Mathis, 
King Ruck
The Poets’ Bridge, 30’ walkway with etched text by 20 poets, 
downtown, City of Las Vegas

2003
John S. Park neighborhood is placed on the local and National 
Register of Historic Places and is the first neighborhood in Las Vegas 
with such a distinction. 
Percent for the Arts Fund, in alignment with national standards, a 
mechanism to fund public art, established by the City of Las Vegas
Las Vegas Arts and Culture Blog is founded by Robert Kimberly and 
reestablished by Brian Paco Alvarez.
Cockroach Theater, established in 2003 moved to arts district in 
2013 becomes the Vegas Theater Company in 2019
Dust Gallery opens in the Arts Factory, Naomi Arin, Jerry Misko

2004 
Local legends Black Camero embark on 1st 46 day west coast tour
Trifecta Gallery in the Arts Factory, by Marty Walsh, closed 2015
Googie Redux, Ultramodern roadside architecture, book, by Alan Hess
The Vatican to Vegas, a history of special effects, book, by Norman 
M. Klein, scripted spaces and the illusion of power 
Casino Center Cottages, art space, downtown
The City of Las Vegas acquired the historic Post Office and 
Courthouse from the federal government for $1 dollar.

2005 
Vegoose music festival closes after 2007
Dark Skies, three day event at Primm dry lake, 600 attendees, Las 
Vegas Burning Man, re-creating a similar event staged there in 1962
The Get Back opens at the Beauty Bar, after-hours on First Friday, 
after opening at the Ice House in 2004, DJ John Doe, eclectic funk 
music mix
Las Vegas Centennial celebration. Celebrated with 100 murals by 
local artists, the world largest birthday cake, concert by the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers. A major centennial party and exhibition at the old post 
office and courthouse.
“Vegas VIP” (Vegas Viewed in Postcards) postcard and history 
exhibition curated by Brian “Paco” Alvarez in partnership with the 
City of Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs, opens at the historic Post 
Office and Courthouse. This exhibition would mark the first cultural 
exhibition in the building before it was turned into the MOB Museum. 
Mesquite Art Center is included in the book, New Museum, by Mimi 
Zeiger. The Mesquite Center was designed by assemblageSTUDIO 
(Las Vegas based architectural firm)
ZAP, artists commissioned to paint utility boxes, Clark County funded
The Atomic Museum opens exhibiting the history of atomic testing  
and the Nevada Test Site

2005
MCQ Fine Art curatorial consultancy founded by Michele Quinn
Dam Short Film Festival, Boulder City, Lee Lanier, Anita Lanier, John 
La Bonney
Sin City Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence drag nuns troupe, 
performance, fundraising, Vegas chapter of San Francisco’s Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence.

2006 
Black Mountain Institute, literary support foundation, Beverly Rogers
Pinball Hall of Fame, now on the Strip, 700 pinball machines, Tim 
Arnold
Burlesque Hall of Fame, downtown
Sky is the Limit, on the Fremont Street canopy, by Haluk Akakce, City 
of Las Vegas and Creativetime
Dr. Libby Lumpkin becomes director of the Las Vegas Art Museum

2007 
Monument to the Simulacrum, sculpture by Stephen Hendee, at the 
Historic Fifth Street School, downtown
Americans for the Arts, annual convention held in Las Vegas
For Las Vegas, by Jenny Holzer, on the Fremont Street canopy, 
funded by City of Las Vegas
Las Vegas Diaspora: the Emergence of Contemporary Art from the 
Neon Homeland, mostly former students of Dave Hickey, curated by 
Dave Hickey, at the Las Vegas Museum of Art

2008
“Beneath the Neon” exhibition at the Contemporary Arts Center. 
Curated by Brian Paco Alvarez based on the locally acclaimed book 
Beneath the Neon by Las Vegas author Matthew O’Brien. Over 600 
people attended the grand opening.
Bauman Rare Books opens at the Palazzo
Neon Reverb music festival, James Woodbridge, Thirry Harlin
Erotic Heritage Museum, Harry Mohney
Las Vegas Quilters
Guggenheim Museum Las Vegas closes

2009 
City Center resort, casino, condominium and art project opens on the 
Las Vegas Strip. The single largest investment in private public art in 
Las Vegas history. Curated by Michelle Quinn.
Las Vegas Museum of Art closes
Joseph Watson Collection opens in the Arts Factory
Sin City Gallery opens at the Arts Factory, Laura Henkel

2010 
Las Vegas Zine Library
Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health, designed by Frank Gehry
P3 Studio at the Cosmopolitan Resort, artist residency, by the Art 
Production Fund of NY
Blackbird Studios, art spaces on Commerce, downtown, Gina 
Quaranto
Emergency Arts Center, on Fremont Street, art spaces with the Beat 
coffee shop, Michael and Jennifer Cornthwaite, the first downtown 
art coffee shop in ten years since the closure of Enigma Garden Café
London Biennale in Las Vegas, group show, last in 2020, Jevijoe 
Vitug Theabangguard
3 Bad Sheep, art collective, Alexander P. Huerta, Alexander Sky, Eddie 
Canumay
Photo Bang Bang, studio downtown, Curtis Joe Walker
Las Vegas Natural History Museum, downtown
Vegas City Opera is founded by Ginger Land-van Buuren

2011 
Marjorie Barrick Museum of Art, UNLV (Originally the Barrick 
Museum founded in 1990)
Electric Daisy Carnival Las Vegas, electronic dance music
Nevada State Museum, in Springs Preserve
ISI Group Founded. Street art and event curators. Dana Anderson 
and Phil Limon founders. 

2012
New Las Vegas City Hall opens
Pipe Dream, sculpture at the Smith Center, Tim Bavington
New City of Las Vegas City Hall, Clark/Main Street, includes a 
collection of commissioned public art
A Public Fit Theater, Joseph Kucan and Ann-Marie Pereth
The National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement 
AKA The MOB Museum opens
Battleborn, book by Claire Vaye Watkins
The Neon Museum opens its visitors center to the public
The Smith Center for the Performing Arts opens
Clark County Board of County Commissioners approved Clark 
County Arts Plan and established a County Arts fund in July 2012 
to fund public art projects
“Just the right amount of wrong”, Las Vegas entertainment history 
exhibition opens at the Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas opens. Curated 
by Brian Paco Alvarez. This is a permanent exhibition. 

2013
The Clark County Public Art Advisory Committee has first meeting
“Fade to Gray” first book about Las Vegas Street art published by 
William Shea and Patrick Lai
Zappos.com shoe retailer relocates to the old Las Vegas City Hall 
Downtown and establishes a 1 million dollar art program. Curated 
by Zappos curator Brian Paco Alvarez
Life is Beautiful, downtown music and art festival is founded by 
Rehan Choudhry
James Turrell installation in City Center shop named Akhob, Louis 
Vuitton
Discovery Children’s Museum relocates to Symphony Park, funded 
by the Don W Reynolds Foundation
Vegas Theater Company, formerly Cockroach Theater
Bad Ink, Punk Tattoo TV series, Rob Ruckus, Dirk Vermin
Mondays Dark, Mark Shunock, twice monthly stage performances 
for charity
Cockroach Theater opens permanent location at Arts District
(Former) Las Vegas Art Museum at the Sahara Library is established 
for library exhibitions. In 2012, the Las Vegas Art Museum collection 
moved to the newly renovated Barrick Museum, as part of a 
partnership between it and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
[9] The Las Vegas-Clark County Library now operates the former 
museum space at the Sahara West branch as separate art galleries
Nevada Preservation Foundation is established.

2014
The Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument is established by 
President Barack Obama. This is Nevada’s first national monument.
Big Blues Bender, music festival, A.J. Gross
Mural by Sush Machida and Tim Bavington, exterior east wall of 
Emergency Arts Center on Fremont.
Writer’s Block bookstore opens on Fremont Street Drew Cohen 
and Scott Seeley
MAS Vegas exhibit, inside VAST Space Projects in Henderson
Basin and Range National Monument is established by President 
Barack Obama

2016
Gold Butte National Monument is established by President Barack 
Obama
Majestic Repertory Theatre, Troy Heard
Seven Magic Mountains, installation at Jean Dry Lake, by Ugo 
Rondinone
Tilting the Basin, Contemporary Art in Nevada, presented by the 
Reno-based Nevada Museum of Art
Dream Machine, sculpture, treated aluminum, 26 feet tall, Wayne 
Littlejohn
Big Rig Jig, sculpture installed at Ferguson’s on Fremont, by Mike 
Ross
Small Space Fest, by the Weft in the Weave Collective, in 
Emergency Arts space on Fremont
Priscilla Fowler Fine Art Gallery, downtown, Priscilla Fowler

2017 
Mayor’s Symposium on Urban Design, UNLV School of Architecture
AMP utility cabinet painting program established by City of 
Las Vegas Arts Commission. Project recommended by arts 
commissioners Brian Paco Alvarez and Marc Abelman. 
First annual UNLV Art Walk
The Plaza Hotel installs 3 murals on its hotel tower. Making the 
murals the largest murals in Las Vegas history.

2018 
Radial Symmetry, sculpture by Luis-Varela-Rico, on Main Street
Core Contemporary, gallery by Nancy Good at New Orleans 
Square
Double Scoop online magazine of Nevada arts, Kris Vagner
Nevada Museum of Art (Reno) announces its expansion to Las 
Vegas
Recycled Propaganda, gallery, downtown, Izaac Baron Zevalking III

2019
Street Art Las Vegas by William Shea Patrick Lai is published. First 
book on the history of Las Vegas Street Art by the same authors 
was “Fade to Gray”.
The Palms Resort reopens with works by Andy Warhol, Richard 
Prince, Takashi Murakami and others. Damian Hirst designs a bar 
called “Unknown” with an iconic shark work and dot paintings in 
addition to a hotel suite called “The Empathy Suite.” 
Through the Muddy, historical mural, Moapa Valley Community 
Center, Overton, by Gig Depio
AvantPop bookstore in New Orleans Square, Sugar and Schwa 
Laytart
The Art of Landscape, Symposium, UNLV School of Architecture
Project Neon 1-15 expansion, includes two sculptures, Found Font, 
and Hot Dip, at Charleston and I-15, by PUNCH Architecture
Comics & Zines festival Las Vegas 1st Annual Festival

2020 
NUWU art and activism studios, downtown, Fawn Douglas, and 
partner AB Wilkinson 
ASAP gallery (Available Space Art Projects) New Orleans Square, 
Holly Lay, Homero Hidalgo
Hellbound Horror, scary collectibles, Barbara and Jim McWilliams, 
New Orleans Square
Psionic Art Works curatorial consultancy founded by Brian Paco 
Alvarez
“Vegas Rising” mural by artist Gear Duran and Brian Paco Alvarez 
commissioned for Chinatown. First Chinese inspired mural in 
Chinatown history. 

2020 
Atomic Tumbleweed, sculpture, stainless steel, by Wayne 
Littlejohn, also, ten engraved poems, 3rd Street Linear Park, 
downtown
1st annual Mexica New Year Celebration

2021 
Office of Collecting and Design, a blissful space in New Orleans 
Square, Jessica Oreck
Meow Wolf immersive art space opens at Area 15
Las Vegas Books is established
Historic Westside Legacy Park, sculptures Living Black Pillars, 
by Chase R McCurdy, and a statue of President Obama, by Brian 
Hanlon, City of Las Vegas,

2022 
Duck Duck Shed, 50th anniversary of Learning From Las Vegas, 
symposium, Neon Museum
Parkway of Broken Dreams, documentary about 90’s culture on 
Maryland Parkway, by P.J.Perez
Nuwu Art Gallery and Community Center, Southern Paiute, 
Indigenous Latin American, African American, Fawn Douglas, and 
partner AB Wilkinson 
The Cloud House, community arts and crafts center on Nuwuvi 
land, Las Vegas
Larger Than Life, sculpture by Barbara and Larry Domsky, at 
Symphony Park
Rita Deanin Abbey Museum opens founded by Robert R. Belliveau
City, land art by Michael Heizer, opens to the public
A4 Zine Club starts

2023 
lasvegasarts.org: Las Vegas arts in print media, 1990-2015. 850 
articles online, Anthony Bondi and Amy Stewart Hale
Centennial of Historic Westside School, parade and festival, by 
Westside School Alumni Foundation and City of Las Vegas
Slonina ARTSpace, at 901 East Fremont, art collective gallery, in 
the middle of the former Downtown Project, Robin Barcus Slonina
Avi Kwa Ame National Monument is established in Southern 
Nevada by President Joe Biden.
The Fontainebleau Resort opens with a multi-story Urs Fisher 
sculpture and two large murals
Nipton, Ca, purchased by Spiegelworld, Ross Mollison
The Beverly Theater, indie, revival, art movies, live performances, 
146 seats, Beverly Rogers, downtown
LACMA and Las Vegas Museum of Art enter into an ENA with 
the City of Las Vegas for land in Symphony Park. Campaign for 
financing is not announced. $150m is proposed as the cost of the 
museum
Clark County purchases New Orleans Square
Punk Rock Museum opens
The Sphere opens
City of Las Vegas hosts the first Arts and Culture Summit, free for 
the community

2024 
Ice Age Fossils National Monument Mammoth sculpture by Tahoe 
Mack, Dana Albany, and a support crew
Earth Rise sculpture, downtown Overton, by Mark Brandvik, to be 
a gateway to Double Negative, land art by Michael Heizer

OA-12405-08-25


