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The Contemporary Public Art Program uses city Capital Improvement Project funds to
partner with the community, artists and creative teams to present temporary, site-
responsive murals, sculptures, projections, performances and other proposed media on
public and private designated property sites.

RIGHT PLACE, WRONG
TIME BY ERIK BURKE

Right Place, Wrong Time explores conventional slot machine designs using the 3
columns and repetitive imagery that allows for exponential permutations as the doors
continually move. The act of being a firefighter is gamble in itself. Every call starts as
an emergency and they are the first responders even if it ends up being trivial.
However, they are continually required to go to the right place but always at the wrong
times. The imagery contains 5 basic symbols. The Joshua Tree to represent the
environment. Water, fire, and air to represent the active elements at play and a
silhouette of a firefighter as the hero. The misaligned combination of icons is
noticeable and pushes that feeling of not hitting that big payout. Sometimes you are
justin the right place but at the wrong time.
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Erik Burke (b. 1978) lives in Reno, NV and creates place-specific murals
throughout the world. His pairing of photographic representation with
impressionistic painting is complimented by a strong sense of design. In his work
one can see how painting reflects a deep interest in storytelling and the narrative
power of images to reactivate a variety of spaces. Past works have included
creating a 40-acre ground drawing in the USA, making a body of work while
bicycling 2000 miles across Europe, leading art workshops with communities in
need around the globe, and painting upwards of 200 murals. His latest work can
be seen in Spain, Bosnia Herzegovina, S. Korea, Italy, and closer to home in Reno.
His work has been published in the book 'Street Art; The Best Urban Art from
Around the World', The Huffington Post, and the NYTimes.



