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Las Vegas Historic Preservation Commission 
Centennial Legacy Grant 

For Historic Preservation Programs 
 
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the City of Las Vegas, the Nevada 
Department of Motor Vehicles, in cooperation with the Commission of Museums and History of 
the Department of Cultural Affairs, designed, manufactured and issued special license plates to 
celebrate the occasion. The plates feature the famous "Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas" sign 
that was designed by Betty Whitehead Willis in 1959. The famous sign still stands today in the 
median island at the south end of the Las Vegas Strip. The money from the sale of the 
specialized plates paid for public events as part of the Centennial Celebration in 2005. Now that 
the Centennial Celebration has ended, profits from the continued sale of the plates is 
administered by the Las Vegas Centennial Commission through their Historic Preservation Grant 
Program. The focus of the program is to commemorate the history of the City of Las Vegas with 
projects “relating to the commemoration of the history of the City of Las Vegas, including, 
without limitation, historical markers, tours of historic sites and improvements to or restoration 
of historic buildings or structures.”- NRS 482.37903 
 
The city’s Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) receives funding from the program and in-
turn provides grants for projects related to the commemoration of the history of the city of Las 
Vegas. Grant funding is available for projects related to any of the following categories: 
 

 Historic Preservation Events  
 Oral Histories   
 Surveys and/or Inventories of Historic Properties 
 Publications Related to the History of Las Vegas 
 Educational Initiatives Related to Historic Preservation 
 Visual Arts Related to Historic Preservation 
 Performing Arts Related to Historic Preservation  
 Preservation and Conservation of Historical Collections 

 
 
To apply for a grant, please follow the guidelines and application process outlined in this packet.   
 
For projects that involve the physical preservation of an historic building, please use the 
Centennial Legacy Grant Program for Bricks and Mortar Projects application.    
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Evaluation Criteria 
 
Projects must meet the below criteria to be eligible for grant funding: 
 
 The applicant must be able to describe the significance of the project to the history of Las 

Vegas.   
 

 Applicant must be able to demonstrate how the project will increase overall public 
awareness of historic preservation.   

 
 Applicant must be able to outline how the project will be completed within a 12-month 

time frame and the proposed budget.  
 

 Applicant must be able to demonstrate past experience or knowledge of successfully 
managing and completing a project.    

 
 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Events: 

 How the project promotes cultural heritage tourism in Las Vegas 
 How the project involves and promotes community participation  

 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Surveys and/or 
Inventories: 

 How the final product will add to the long-term preservation of the property    
 The size of the area to be surveyed and/or inventoried 

 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Publications:  

 The past publications of the proposed author 
 How the published material will be distributed  

 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Educational Projects: 

 The number of students that will be involved and/or benefit from the project  
 How the project will be incorporated into future lesson plans or school curriculum  

 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Visual and Performing 
Arts projects:  

 How the project involves and promotes community participation 
 If an art installation, how it will be sustained and maintained in the future   

 
The following additional evaluation criteria relates specifically to Preservation and 
Conservation Projects:  

 How the final product will be sustained and maintained in the future 
 How the project will be accessible to the general public 
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Application Process 
 
Applications are accepted year round and must be received by the Submittal Closing Date listed 
in the Historic Preservation Meeting Schedule in order to appear at the following Historic 
Preservation Commission Meeting Date. Applicants may request a meeting with the city’s 
Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) before submitting a proposal by the Pre-Application 
Submittal Date. All deadlines and dates can be found on the website under Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting schedule: https://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Business/Planning-
Zoning/Historic-Preservation   
 
The HPO will determine if the minimum criteria have been met and will forward the application 
to the Commission for their review. If requirements are met, the HPO will schedule the applicant 
to appear before the next HPC Meeting.  

 
The applicant or their representative is required to attend the meeting and present their proposal 
in front of the Commission. Presentations are limited to five minutes per application. The 
applicant must be prepared to answer any questions about the proposal.   

 
After the conclusion of the presentation and question/answer period, the Commission will make 
a determination whether to award a grant or not.      
 
Each award is determined on the following:   
 

 The significance of the project to the history of the city of Las Vegas 
 The total amount of criteria met  
 The requested project amount  

 
If a grant is awarded, the applicant will receive written notification from the HPO, who will 
provide further instructions on signing all grant paperwork.  
 
If a grant is not awarded, the applicant may ask for feedback from the Commission and reapply 
with required changes, or apply with another project. 
 

Who May Apply   
 

Government and quasi-government agencies, educational institutions, and registered non-profit 
corporations whose missions are to preserve or conserve historical, cultural and archaeological 
resources within the boundaries of the city of Las Vegas or that have demonstrated historical 
significance to the city of Las Vegas.  
 
 

Eligible Expenses 
 

Funding is available for costs associated with the following types of projects:   
 

 Events such as fairs, presentations or lectures, tours of historic places or other cultural 
heritage tourism and public awareness initiatives 

 Interviews, transcriptions and published reports related to oral history projects 
 Surveys and/or inventories of historic properties 
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 The publication of books, brochures, lecture series or monographs that highlight the 
history of the city of Las Vegas  

 The creation and installation of visual art projects including historic markers or banners, 
artifact or photo exhibits or other visual arts medium that highlight the history of the city 
of Las Vegas 

 The creation and performance of plays, poetry and prose readings, musicals or other 
performing arts medium that highlight the history of the city of Las Vegas    

 Educational initiatives including the development of lesson plans or games, the creation 
of maps, and the research and publication of materials that highlight the history of the 
city of Las Vegas  

 The preservation and conservation of museum or historical collections  
 
 

Ineligible Expenses 
 

1. Landscape improvements 
2. Mortgage notes, insurance policies, and so forth 
3. Furnishings or anything that can be easily removed from the building.  Examples include: 

curtains, speaker systems, chairs, tables, etc. 
4. Bricks and mortar construction projects (see Bricks and Mortar grant application) 
5. Volunteer labor (but can be used as a match) 
6. Planning costs/internal meetings  
7. Per diems 
8. Mileage 

 
 

Award Process 
 
Grant funds will be awarded in amounts up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). The HPC 
reserves the right to grant approval of any application above the $10,000.00 limit, or refer the 
applicant to the Commission for the Las Vegas Centennial.   
 
 

Grant Requirements 
 
If awarded a Las Vegas HPC Centennial Legacy Historic Preservation Grant, grant recipients are 
required to: 
 

1. Sign a grant Funding Agreement. 
 

2. If applicable, obtain all necessary city approvals and permits prior to project 
commencement.  
 

3. Report any changes made to the project scope or project during the duration of the grant.  
 
4. Complete project work within 12 months in conformation with submitted visual and/or 

written specifications.  
 
5. Provide the HPO with quarterly progress reports.  
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6. Notify the HPO when there are fundamental changes to your organization’s 

programming, structure, or leadership.  
 

7. Grantee must be able to account for all expenditures and stay within the awarded budget. 
 

8. Include appropriate acknowledgment of the HPC’s financial support in all printed or 
produced materials generated for the project with the following, or similar, language:    

“This product has been financed in whole or in part with funds from the Las Vegas 
Historic Preservation Commission through the sale of the Las Vegas License Plate. The 
contents and opinions of this funded project do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the city of Las Vegas.”  

9. Upon completion of the project, grantees are required to appear before the HPC to 
present proof of project completion. This can be in the form of an oral or visual 
presentation, or presenting the Commission with a work of literature, photographs, or 
digital material.   
 

10. All grantees must agree to participate in the annual May celebration of National Historic 
Preservation Month if asked. For example, if the project includes a tour of an historic 
property that received funds from the grant program, the city may distribute brochures 
inviting the public to participate in the tour. 

 
Grant awards related to publications require recipients to adhere to the following additional 
requirements:       
 

 Authors of proposed works should hold an advanced degree (Masters or Doctorate) in 
History, Historic Architecture, Historic Preservation or Conservation, Archaeology or a 
related field. Exceptional knowledge and experience in a particular area may substitute 
for an advanced degree in some cases. 

 Priority will be given to proposals for which a university press or trade publisher is 
already committed and for which there is a feasible distribution plan.  

 Priority will be given to nonfiction material related to the prehistory and history of the 
city of Las Vegas.  

 
Grant awards related to art installation require recipients to adhere to the following additional 
requirements:       

 A suitable location must be identified by the applicant and must be approved by the HPC.  
 The project must meet all permitting requirements. 
 The applicant must identify a plan for the cost conservation for up to ten (10) years.  
 The installation of art must not conflict with the functions of the site at which it is placed 

nor be in conflict with future development plans.  
 Proposed works will be evaluated for resistance to theft, vandalism, weathering and 

excessive maintenance and repair costs. 
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PAYMENT FOR WORK 
 
Grant funds will be disbursed only when the project is completed and approved by the HPO.  
 

 The grantee must submit invoices and proof of payments in the form of copies of 
cancelled checks or confirmation of electronic payments.  

 
Failure to comply with any applicable grant requirements will constitute a breach of the grant 
contract. Such a breach will result in loss of grant funds or repayment if funds were received. 
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

The application form is composed of four (4) parts: 
 
Part I: Applicant Information. Provide all necessary information including name, address and 
contact information, amount of grant request, which Grant Category the project applies to 
(projects can apply to more than one category), and signature indicating agreement to grant 
requirements.     
 
Part II: Project Description. Describe your project in detail, including its significance to the 
history of Las Vegas, how the funding will be used, the key activities along with a timeline, and 
a description of the final product resulting from the project.  
 
 
Part III: Budget Sheet and Cost Estimates You are required to list all items and associated 
costs for the proposed project. Matching funds from other sources, while not mandatory, are 
highly encouraged. An example budget sheet is provided that demonstrates how to list funding. 
Please create your own budget sheet listing all expenses and attach it as a separate document at 
the end of this application. In addition, provide cost estimates from two (2) contractors or 
vendors for all the materials and/or personnel necessary to complete the project.  
 
 
Part IV: Additional Required Documents. Applicants must provide all additional required 
documents, including resumes of key staff who will run the project, a list of past projects 
managed by the applicant, proof of 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and your organizations mission 
statement (if applicable), a list of publications (if applicable), and site plans (if applicable).  
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PART I. Applicant Information 
 

 
Applicant Name ________________________________________________________________ 

     Last     First   MI 

Name of Organization (if applicable)          

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________ State__________________ Zip Code__________________ 

Phone ______________________________ Email        

Amount of Funds requested             

 
Grant Category (check as many as apply) 

 
    Event   

 
   Oral History Project  
 
    Survey and/or Inventory   
 
    Publication  

 
 Visual Arts Project    
 
 Performing Arts Project 
 
 Educational Project   
 
 Preservation and Conservation of Historical Collection   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Applicant       Date 
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PART II. Project Description 

 
Due to space limitations, please provide detailed information about your project on a separate 

Word document, numbering each answer according to the question number below and attach as a 
separate file (Word or PDF) at the end of this application.   

 
 

1. What is the significance of your project to the history of the City of Las Vegas?  
 
 

2. How will your project increase public awareness about historic preservation?    
 
 

3. What are the key activities and timeline of your project?  
 
 
 

4. Describe your experience managing projects.   
 
 
 

5. Describe the final product resulting from your project.  
 
 

6. Events Category Only: Describe how your project promotes cultural heritage tourism and 
how it involves the local community. If a presentation or lecture, include a list of the 
presenter’s past presentations or lectures.   

 
 

7. Surveys and/or Inventories Category Only: Describe how your project adds to the long term 
preservation of the property. 

 
 

8. Publications Category Only: List your publications and describe how you will distribute the 
material resulting from this grant award to the general public. 

 
 

9. Education Category Only: List the number of students you will reach with your project and 
their involvement, and how this project will be incorporated into your future lesson plans or 
school curriculum.  

 
 

10. Visual and Performing Arts Categories Only: Describe how your project engages the local 
community and how you will sustain and maintain it in the future. 

 
 

11. Preservation and Conservation of Historic Collections Category Only: Describe how you will 
sustain and maintain the collection in the future, and how you will make it available to the 
general public.          
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PART III. Budget Sheet and Cost Estimates  
 

 
 

A Detailed Budget Sheet is Required for this Grant Proposal  
 
Please include all items associated with the project and which items will be 
funded by this grant (the HPC) and what items will be funded by other 
sources. An example is provided below. Please create your own budget 
sheet to list all expenses, making sure to include all required information, 
and attach as a separate file (Word or PDF) at the end of this application.   
 
Include copies of all cost estimate proposals from contractors and/or 
vendors. The contractor and/or vendor’s license number must to be 
included on the cost estimate proposals, and they must be licensed to 
operate within the city limits of Las Vegas.    
 

Below is an Example Grant Budget Expense Sheet 
 

 
Personnel (List by type of labor and include hourly rate)   
   

Description of 
Expense 

Total Expense Amount 
for this Item 

Funding from Other 
Sources 

Requested Grant 
Amount from HPC 

Project Manager 
($25 an hour) 

$5,000.00 (200 
hours)   

$2,500.00   $2,500.00  

Event Manager ($25 
an hour) 

$5,000.00 (200 
hours)   

$2,500.00 $2,500.00  

Volunteer 
Coordinator ($20 an 
hour) 

$4,000.00 (200 
hours)  

$4,000.00 $0  

    
Total Personal Costs  $14,000.00   $9,000.00  $5,000.00  

 

 
Project Supplies & Materials (Provide a description and attach cost estimate 
proposals from vendors and/or contractors)   
 

Description of 
Expense 

Total Expense Amount 
for this Item 

Funding from Other 
Sources 

Requested Grant 
Amount from HPC 

Printing: Brochures 
and Signs  

$2,500.00   $1,250.00 $1,250.00 

Lecture Materials $1,000.00  $200.00  $800.00  
Podium and Chairs 
Rental  

$500.00  $250.00  $250.00  

    
Total Supplies & 
Materials 

$4,000.00  $1,700.00  $2,300.00  

 

Contracted Services (Provide a description and attach cost estimate proposals 
from vendors and/or contractors)   

 
Description of Expense Total Expense Amount Funding from Other Requested Grant 
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for this Item Sources Amount from HPC 
Branding and 
Website Design 

$2,700.00 $0  $2,700.00   

Catering (Sponsored) $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0 
    
Total Contracted 
Services 

$7,700.00  $5,000.00 $2,700.00  

 
Funding Sources (List all sources of funding for this project including your 
contribution, any other city, state and/or federal government funding, and any non-
government or private sources).      
 

Funding Sources Total Amount 
Grantee Contribution $4,000.00 
Local Shop XYZ Contribution $1,700.00  
City of XYZ Contribution $10,000.00 
HPC Grant Request $10,000.00 
  
Total $25,700.00 
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PART IV. Additional Required Documents 
 

All applicants must provide the required documents in items 1 and 2 below, while items 3-6 are 
specific to separate categories. Provide all required documents as either Word or PDF files at the 
end of this application:   
 

1.) Provide resumes or curriculum vitae of the project’s key personnel.  
2.) Provide a list of your past and current projects. 

 
If applicable to your project, please provide the documents listed below:   
 

3.) If applying as a non-profit organization, include a copy of your 501(c)(3) exempt 
status and your Mission Statement.  

4.) Attach a brief presenter biography for events including presentations and lectures.   
5.) Include site plans and artist renderings for projects related to an art installation.  
6.) Attach a brief author biography for publication projects. 
 
Please attach the required documents as a Word or PDF file at the end of this application.    

 
 
 
Statement of Agreement  
 
 
If my project is funded, I hereby agree to all requirements stated above, and authorize the HPC 
and the City of Las Vegas, to utilize information about my application and activities for publicity 
and public relations purposes, including the use of photographs and digital images of the project. 
Parental/Guardian consent will be obtained for the use of any name and/or image of children 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature         Date 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Supervisor (where required)     Date 
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The completed packet can be scanned and submitted as a pdf via email to:  
 
Dr. Diane C. Siebrandt  
Email: dsiebrandt@lasvegasnevada.gov             
 
If email is not available, a hard copy can be mailed to the address below.       
  

Dr. Diane Siebrandt  
Historic Preservation Officer  
City of Las Vegas 
Department of Planning 
495 S. Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
 
 
 
 
Direct any questions to Diane Siebrandt  
Email: dsiebrandt@lasvegasnevada.gov             
Phone: 720.229.2476   
 


